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Abstract
Scientific outreach is one of the main ways that researchers can use to publicize their contributions to society. In
that sense, dissemination (especially in Spanish) of both veterinarian and human parasitology on the Internet
has not been extensively considered, and the resources and places dedicated to this field remain quite limited.
The blog “Young Researchers in Parasitology” (JIP) aims to be a platform for free display and dissemination of
information related to parasitology as a main goal, as well as a place where the researchers can share resources,
with special attention to the community of young researchers. Since its creation, the blog has received over
34,000 visits (01-11-2014) from 95 countries; in addition, a total of 121 entries have been made and a great
number of multimedia files have been shared by young researchers. Finally, this blog has more than 600 followers
through social networks such as Facebook and Twitter, among others. The next objectives will be to expand
its presence and to collaborate with Latin American countries, as well to create new sections and multimedia
contents.
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Introduction
Given the definition found on Wikipedia, Scientific outreach is
the set of activities and scientific knowledge aimed to promote
awareness (and understanding) of science by making this
knowledge accessible to those interested
(htt p : //en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scienceoutreach).

Parasitology is a basic science taught in universities at
undergraduate or post-graduate level (Master’s or PhD stud-
ies), and therefore this science is usually known only by a
person reaching those university levels. Although there are
exceptions in some universities, magazines or newspapers,
parasitology as a science is not usually learned on a daily
and/or routine basis, unless self-taught. To ensure that the
outreach is made on a scientific basis, the researchers them-
selves are the best people to spread the knowledge developed
at the laboratory. Nowadays, new technologies offer the pos-
sibility of disseminating and transferring scientific knowledge
more easily. The social media most commonly used are per-
sonal websites or blogs and social networks such as Facebook,
Twitter, LinkedIn, Google+, Pinterest, etc., as well as video
channels such us Vimeo or YouTube together with other free
platforms. The outreach is also very efficiently developed
by thematic channels on both radio and television, as well
as other classical media such as newspapers, which currently
offer sections and blogs (online), dedicated exclusively to

science. Moreover, in Spain, there is an increasing number of
people who use blogs and television programmes to increase
public awareness on this topic.

Examples of these current activities are theme parks and
public initiatives
(htt p : //ca f econciencia. f undaciondescubre.es/ for more
information, see references to blog 1, blog 2, blog 3, and
blog 4 in the References section)[1][2][3][4][5][6][7].

Easy handling platforms such as Wordpress or Blogger
(wordpress.com; www.blogger.com), makes it possible to
have blogs organized in different sections or upload videos.
With the aim of sharing and disseminating information in Par-
asitology, we have developed the blog Young Researchers in
Parasitology (YRP) [Jóvenes Investigadores en Parasitologı́a
(JIP)], of which the results, main sections, and goals achieved
are described here.

1. Results.
The blog has been developed using the Wordpress platform,
and was subsequently divided into the following main cat-
egories: Blog, Tutorials, Interviews, Multimedia, Articles,
Protocols, Links, Diagnostic and others like the first JIP meet-
ing together with a contact section
(http://jovenesinvestigadoresparasitologia.org/). The “Blog”
category includes either editorials or comments as well as
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papers of special interest and impact. So far, this is the most
visited section and, more specifically, with an editorial title
“Ilustrı́simo señor Rector de cualquier Universidad” that has
had up to 610 visits to date (01-11-2014). As evidence of the
impact of this section, we also highlight here the publication
“Malos tiempos para la parasitologı́a” in the “letters to the
editor” section of “El Paı́s”, a newspaper with national scope
(De Pablos L.M. 2013). In the “Interview” section, we look
mainly for researchers who are members of the Spanish Soci-
ety for Parasitology (SOCEPA) with the aim of facilitating and
publicizing their research work. To date, we have published 8
interviews with prominent researchers from SOCEPA.

The largest capacity for information storage is dedicated
to the section “Multimedia”, where any researcher can share
its pictures and videos through our platform. The videos are
shown linked to the free video-hosting platform “Vimeo”.
Figure 1 shows an example of pictures kindly shared by some
researchers. These pictures (photographs or videos) are part
of personal collections (not previously published) and used
in the blog to describe life-cycle stages as well as to show
examples of in vitro cultures of different parasites (Figure 1).

Figure 1.
Images from JIP blog archive. A. Scanning electron
microscopy image of Echinostoma caproni (adult, image
provided by Dr. Javier Sotillo). B. Light microscopy image
of a section from the head of a female of the genus
Anopheles spp. (image provided by Dr. Jose Manuel Latorre).
C. Optical microscopy image of the cuticle of Dirofilaria
immitis (image provided by Dr. Rodrigo Morchón ). D.
Scanning Electron Microscopy image Toxoplasma gondii
tachyzoites released from the host cell (image provided by Dr.
Luis Miguel de Pablos

To have as much dissemination as possible for the newest

research made by Young Researchers in Parasitology, we
designed a section entitled “Articles”, where the researchers
can present their main findings to the scientific community.
Similarly, in the section “Blog”, we also refer to the high-
impact papers with notable content or methodology (Ralston
K.S et al., 2014, Ubeda J.M et al., 2014).

Furthermore, in the “Diagnostic” section, we have pre-
sented 24 cases (kindly shared by Dr. Bobbi Pritt’s
(www.http://parasitewonders.blogspot.com.au/). Those diag-
nostic cases are also meant to be used as teaching material
in subjects related to parasitology and/or clinical diagnostics.
The section “Protocols” also includes teaching material and
other tools that could be useful for researchers in Parasitology.
Moreover, we also included an option called “Links” to many
other blogs, webpages or online tools which can be consulted
from our blog.

In addition, the Blog includes pictures and links to all
talks given at the first Young Parasitology meeting celebrated
in the Canary islands in September 2013.

So far, we have had more than 34,000 visits in the blog
(from 09 /2012 to 11/ 2014). As expected, those visits came
from Spanish-speaking countries such as Spain, Mexico, Colom-
bia, Perú or Ecuador, among others (Figure 2).

Figure 2.
Geographic distribution of the visiting hits received by the
JIP blog (18-07-2014).

2. Discussion and Conclusions.
One of the main goals of this blog is to serve as a platform for
the dissemination and communication of scientific material
related to parasitology. One conclusion that can be drawn
is the great interest of the Latin American community, as re-
flected both by the number of hits per country and by the list
of countries. In this sense, given the number of countries with
endemic, imported or emerging parasitosis, it stands to reason
that the interest in sharing and disseminating knowledge in
parasitology is very high. This result encourages future collab-
oration with researchers and blogs located in Latin American
countries that can contribute new material to any section of
the blog.

For this reason, the blog also has as a further objective to
expand the interviews section in order to accommodate not
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only Spanish SOCEPA researchers in that section but also
researchers from other scientific societies and countries who
are relevant in the field of parasitology and have an outstand-
ing scientific career. We should bear in mind that the main
purpose of the blog is also to disseminate free material related
to parasitology, and any researcher interested in publishing
online can easily contact the blog administrators (see Contact
section).

One of the major targets of the blog are young researchers,
especially those beginning their scientific careers. It is worth
noting that we show very interesting papers (see Articles
section) published by young researchers and that this section
is also getting a rich response. We believe this will be a very
useful tool for publicizing the recent work done by the young
members of the scientific community.

Since the blog is intended to be dynamic, we hope to en-
hance the sections with more visits and we plan to open new
sections that may also be of help to disseminate new teach-
ing material. In the coming months, the blog will regularly
upload videos about parasites of relevance, in order to easily
describe life cycles, prophylaxis, and diagnosis of many of
these parasites.

Apart from the above, teaching material, textbooks, and
practice guides are available to visitors of the site. Many of
our sections have a cross reference in JIP Facebook
(htt ps : //es−es. f acebook.com/pages/Investigadores−en−
Parasitolog%C3%ADaResearchers
− in−Parasitology/179109838830580) and Twitter (@Para-
sitInvestig), which are also used and are highly recommended
as platforms for parasitology outreach. The Blog Young Re-
searchers in Parasitology (JIP) is a free open publishing plat-
form that can publish letters and opinion articles, images, etc..
We encourage parasitology researchers, regardless of the field
(veterinarians, pharmacists, physicians, analysts, etc.) not
only to participate in the blog but also to propose new sections
and collaboration on it. The more researchers involved in the
JIP the better the dissemination and knowledge of parasitology
will become.
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